Research Guidelines and assessment rubrics

Each team of four students will conduct research and produce a PowerPoint presentation based on the following theme. 

The GOOD the BAD and the FUTURE

 Of wind generated energy

Today there is a large environmental concern centered on burning fossil fuels, which cause the build up of greenhouse gasses in turn, causing global warming. Renewable sources of energy are just part of what scientists say we need to do to reduce our “carbon footprint”, the amount of CO2 we put into the atmosphere. Wind energy is just one part of the answer. Like everything else there are some good aspects as well as draw backs to implementing large-scale wind farms. Below are areas you may want to investigate and include in your presentation.
· What role (%) does wind play in the current total energy picture? 

· How much of a role (%) do you think will wind play in the future total energy picture?

· Examine the many environmental concerns both on the pro and con sides of wind energy

· What are common arguments against increasing energy from wind?

· Possible solutions to these arguments.

· Common reasons for increased production of wind energy.

· Possible obstacles to proposed projects. 

· Include potential benefits and potential new jobs.

· What and where are some success stories? What made them successful?

· What and where are some unsuccessful stories? What made them fail?

· China has doubled its capacity for energy from wind over each of the 4 years

· China will pass the USA THIS YEAR as the #1 Producer of wind turbines

· China invested 40% of its stimulus package into green business

· The USA invested just 12%

· How do these last 4 bullets affect the future of wind energy in the USA?
Includes as many multi-media resources as possible: Be sure to cite and credit all sources. Be able to explain and elaborate on any charts, graphs and data you present.
· Pictures Video

· Data & charts

· Web links

· Maps 

· News articles

This presentation is worth one test score and will be scored in the following manner.

25% of your grade will come from your teammates evaluation of your contribution

25% of your grade will come from fellow classmates based upon your presentation

50% of your grade will come from your teachers evaluation

